
 

 
 

Minutes Secretariat Meeting  

Wednesday 16th June 2021 

Venue: Via Zoom @ 6.00pm 

 

Facilitator: Sean O’Farrell 

 

Minute taker: Michael Kealy 

 

Secretariat members present: Mary Ryan, Charles Stanley Smith, Sean O’Farrell, Mike 

Edwards, Derry O’Donnell & Michael Kealy 

 

Apologies: Anne Williamson, Evelyn Norton, JJ O’Sullivan & Helen Butler 

 

In attendance: Ruth Smith and Sharon Melbourne 

 

Sean opened the meeting and congratulated Ruth on her appointment as Coordinator. He said 

he looked forward to working with her and was excited, as to the direction the PPN will go under 

her direction, given her range of skills, passion, and enthusiasm.  

 

Conflicts of Interest None 

 

Agenda and A.O.B. Agreed 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20th May were proposed by Mike Edwards and seconded by 

Mary Ryan. 

 

There were no matters arising that were not agenda items later. 

 

Directors Update 

Charles raised the issue of needing more directors and Secretariat members. Mike and Derry 

agreed to become directors. The paperwork to be arranged.  

 

Co-ordinator’s Report  

Sharon reported that the MOU with the LA had been signed and sent to both the LA and DRCD. 

She also told the meeting that Sheila had finished working with the PPN, both as volunteer and 

paid staff member (in the interim period before Ruth took up the Co Ordinator’s position). 

The Creating Capable Communities training had started. 



 

Operating Account  €9,670 

Company Account  €12,952 

 

Ruth thanked Sharon for her support and knowledge as she became familiar with her new role. 

She suggested changing the monthly meetings from the third Wednesday to the third Thursday 

of each month starting in September, to facilitate the maximum number of attendees. 

She also suggested setting up subgroups organised by Municipal District, to start holding MD 

meetings. Possibly holding one MD meeting per month, therefore reaching each district every 

five months. 

 

Team Exercise: 

Ruth asked each Secretariat member to express their hopes and fears for the PPN as she starts 

in her new role.  

Below are some of the contributions: 

 

Fears 

• That Wellbeing Vision would not be kept to the fore and utilised 

• That linkage groups and reps at SPCs do not have a say in the formation of agendas 

• That following the pandemic that people have lost a little of their drive, with the hope that 

it would be regained 

• That some people cannot commit as much as previously 

• That by rotating positions on the Secretariat and board, that an enormous amount of 

experience and expertise could be lost. 

 

Hopes 

• People would take more interest in the environment issues 

• That people would become more aware of the work that the PPN is doing 

• More participation in environmental groups 

• That we can get back to real, in person Secretariat meetings soon 

• That MD meetings would be arranged to get people more involved 

• That reps on SPCs would get more training by county council 

• That vacant Rep and Secretariat positions would be filled 

• That there would be more normality, with regard to work, by September 

 

Charles informed the meeting that LA staff were receiving climate change training and 

suggested that the PPN should be included. 

 

National Secretariat 

Charles said that a review of the structure of PPN’s was in progress and that a questionnaire 

had been sent out to PPN’s. He suggested that Tipperary PPN answer the questionnaire with 

input from Secretariat members. 

 

 



DRCD Annual Report 

Ruth informed the meeting that the deadline fir Tipperary PPN for the completion of the Annual 

Report had been extended to 25th June 

 

Rep Vacancies 

Following the recent rep call there had only been two responses. They will be processed in due 

course. 

 

Ruth invited suggestions for a team building event, responses via Whatsapp 

 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st July 6pm 

Ms. Elaine Jennings to attend on behalf of the Department 

 

Facilitator for next meeting: Sean O’Farrell 

Minute taker: to be arranged 

 

There was no AOB. 

 


